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Occurrences in Bedfordshire from 1990 onwards: Rough-

legged Buzzard has always been only a very occasional visitor 

and records have declined in the past three decades, with two 

in the first decade of the period, two in the second decade and 

only one in the most recent decade. All records are as follows.

Year Records

1995 One at Pegsdon Hills on 18th February

1997 One at Warden Hill on 5th December

2002 One at Barton Hills on 15th January

2004 One flew over The Lodge, Sandy on 30th October

2019 One at Pegsdon Hills on 24th April

Summary: Rough-legged Buzzard records have become 

increasingly scarce in Bedfordshire and this is also reflected 

in neighbouring counties. In Hertfordshire, there have 

been 26 records, but only four since 2000 (most recently in 

2021), 17 in Northamptonshire, but only three since 2000 

(most recently in 2014) and eight in Buckinghamshire, but 

only one since 2000 (in 2012). It remains a rare visitor, but 

with occasional winter influxes to Britain, there may be 

further occurrences in the county in the future.

Buzzard Buteo buteo

Current status in Bedfordshire: A common resident.

Species profile: Buzzard’s breeding range extends across 

much of the Palearctic as far as Northwestern China, western 

Siberia and north-western Mongolia. Over most of this area it 

is a year-round resident. However, birds from the colder parts 

of their range typically migrate south in the winter.

Wider population trends: 

There were 63,000 breeding 

pairs in Britain in 2020, a 

95% increase since 1995. The 

increase in the East of England 

is significantly more rapid, up 

by 27,454% over the same 

period. Its UK conservation 

status is Green listed. At a 

global level, the population 

trend appears to be stable.

Occurrences in Bedfordshire 

before 1990: Its status was 

described as ‘a regular, 

mainly autumn visitor and 

potential occasional breeder’. 

It suffered persecution 

throughout the nineteenth 

and the first half of the 

twentieth century. From 1946 

to 1989, it was recorded in all 

but one year, principally in the 

autumn, which suggested that 

this involved birds migrating 

from Northern Europe to their 

wintering grounds around the 

Mediterranean. Breeding in 

this period was never proved, 

although pairs were present 

during the breeding season in 

13 of the 44 years.

Occurrences in Bedfordshire from 1990 onwards: The 

extraordinary change of status of Buzzard from passage 

migrant to one of the most numerous species of raptor in the 

county, has been entirely due to a natural eastward expansion 

of the species from its former strongholds in the west of 

the country. The first modern-day breeding record was of a 

pair in Southill Park in 1995 (Nightingale 1996a). By 2019, 

Buzzard at Begwary Brook October 2022 | Steve Blain
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Barn Owl Tyto alba

Current status in Bedfordshire: An uncommon resident.

Species profile: Barn Owl is the most widely distributed 

species of owl in the world and one of the most widespread of 

all bird species, being found almost everywhere except for the 

polar and desert regions and some Pacific Islands. 

Wider population trends: There were 4,000 breeding pairs 

in Britain in 2020, a 228% increase since 1995, but a 28% 

decrease since 2010. Its UK conservation status is Green 

listed. At a global level, the population trend appears to be 

stable although the European population trend appears to be 

fluctuating.

Occurrences in Bedfordshire before 1990: Its status was 

described as ‘a rare resident’. There was a steady decline in 

their numbers from the end of the nineteenth century. By 1987, 

it was estimated that there were only 15 pairs in Bedfordshire.

Occurrences in Bedfordshire from 1990 onwards: The 

population is not straightforward to track over time, because 

of the fragmentary nature of the data, but the general trend 

based on the number of sites at which they were recorded 

has shown an overall increase since 1990. The increased 

provision of next boxes has undoubtedly been instrumental in 

facilitating this (Proud 2017).

Barn Owl presence at numbers of sites 1990-2022
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Buzzard bred, or was suspected to have bred, at 52 sites in 

the county in that year. Its presence in Breeding Bird Survey 

squares increased from 0% as recently as 2000 to 75% by 

2022. The main causes are believed to be the ban on harmful 

pesticides and a reduction in persecution by gamekeepers, 

which has enabled the species to recolonise suitable habitat. 

The county record site count is 25 birds at Pegsdon Hills in 

September 2011. Other significant counts in the period include 

22 at Potsgrove on 21st February 2009, 20 at Woburn on 29th 

February 2004 and 18 at Meppershall on 16th April 2020.

Buzzard % presence in Breeding Bird Survey squares 1994-2022
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Distribution: The maps below show the distribution by tetrad. They illustrate a significant expansion in breeding range between 

the survey periods.

Breeding distribution by tetrad Winter distribution by tetrad 

Summary: Unlike Red Kite, the expansion of the Buzzard population in Bedfordshire has been an entirely natural process as 

its British range has moved east and southwards.


