MKNHS – Spring 2020 Programme
January
7
WILDLIFE GARDENING 
A welcome return for one of our most popular speakers. Chris Ward has taken us all over the world looking at birds and other wildlife but this evening we will look much closer to home as he gives us advice and inspiration on making our gardens a haven for nature.

14 
BIRDS OF THE RIVER THAME
A Trustee of the River Thame Conservation Trust, Nick Marriner has set up two major bird recording projects across the Thame and its wider catchment. He will share his work on these projects and dispel the myth that there are no exciting birds in this under-watched landscape!
21 
PHOTO COMPETITION


See Magpie for rules and details. Please get your entries to Martin or Paul Lund by 14th January. 

28
MEMBERS’ NIGHT - ALL

Do you have anything to share with fellow members? Offers of 10-20 minutes to Martin please.

February
Sun 2  WINTER FIELD TRIP – FLOODPLAIN FOREST NATURE RESERVE

To mark World Wetlands Day, a visit to Milton Keynes’ newest wetland reserve. Should be a good time for winter wildfowl and other birds. Come prepared for wet paths. Manor Farm Court, Old Wolverton. 14:00 start.
Leader: Martin Kincaid   SP807416  MK12 5NN  
4
THE JOHN WICKHAM MEMORIAL LECTURE:

WOODLAND FLOWERS: COLOURFUL PAST, UNCERTAIN FUTURE?
Bluebell woods are one of the highlights of spring but woodland plants have had to face many new threats over the past century. Drawing on research from Wytham Woods and elsewhere, renowned botanist Keith Kirby will look at what has happened to our woodland flora and ask how we can ensure it will survive for future generations to enjoy.
11
FOOD FOR THOUGHT – HOW SUSTAINABLE ARE UK FISHERIES?
Amy Jerome, now of The Parks Trust, did her MSc dissertation on fisheries in Scotland. She will explain the successes and failures of the fisheries industry and how these have impacted on populations of the UK’s target species. To include analysis of otter spraint contents!
18
SUMMER PLANNING 
Our annual meeting to plan our summer excursions. Please come with suggestions for venues, maps and pencils! Mary and Phil Sarre will preside.
25
THE BUTTERFLY ISLES
Popular author and columnist Patrick Barkham last spoke to us at our 50th Anniversary Meeting. We are delighted to welcome him back this evening to talk about his travels around the UK to encounter all of our native butterflies.

March
3
MICROSCOPY NIGHT #1
A chance to use the Society’s new dissecting microscopes to look at plant and fungi tissues.

10
THE DECLINE AND FALL OF NATURE
Our secretary Mervyn Dobbin will present some of the main findings of the State of Nature Report 2019, highlighting the declines of certain species and identifying the critical pressures that are evident in our countryside. He will ask how can we, as a society closely involved in nature conservation, best respond to the report’s findings. 
17  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Election of officers and committee members and a review of the Society’s activities over the past year. 

24
MAPPING URBAN TREES – Phil Wheeler
The Open University has been mapping urban trees in Milton Keynes since 2015 using a system called Treezilla – the monster map of trees! What does this tell us about urban trees and the ecosystem services they provide? 
.
31
THE PLIGHT OF THE WILLOW TIT 
The willow tit is described as the UK’s fastest declining songbird and its close relative – the marsh tit – is not fairing much better. The RSPB’s Paul Bellamy will give us some tips on identification and ask what can be done to help these birds.
April
Sun 5
FIELD TRIP – SHENLEY WOOD    Leader: Mike LeRoy
A spring visit to this ancient woodland site owned by The Parks Trust, to see the early spring flora (which we might not see in May). Meet at 10:30 by Shenley Wood car park off  Merlewood Drive, Shenley Wood. SP 823356 

7
CHILLY IN CHILE 
Society member Di Parsons visited Chile in the summer of 2019 in pursuit of birds and a solar eclipse. This evening she will share these and other wonders with us.
 
21
MICROSCOPY NIGHT #2 (LAST INDOOR MEETING)

A second microscopy session looking specifically at aquatic life.
28
First Outdoor Meeting (See Summer Programme)
 
