MKNHS – Spring 2019 Programme
January
8
THE WOODLAND TRUST

The Woodland Trust aims to conserve and preserve our ancient and natural woodlands and to create new woodlands. Paddy Byrne will tell us how The Trust’s projects and initiatives deliver these aims.

Sat 12 FIELD TRIP – RSPB OUSE WASHES 
Julie Lane will lead our first field trip of 2019, at this first class RSPB reserve in North Cambs. We will meet at Campbell Park Pavilion, Silbury Boulevard (MK9 4AD) for car share to the site. 9am start.

15 
RECORDING GRASSHOPPERS AND CRICKETS IN THE UK
Bjorn Beckman coordinates the recording of grasshoppers and their allies in the British Isles. These charismatic insects have shown themselves to be adaptable to climate change with many species extending their range. Bjorn will explain in full detail.









22: 
PHOTO COMPETITION


See Magpie or Society website for rules and full details. Please get your entries to Martin or Lewis by 15th Jan. 

29
SRI LANKA

Society member Julian Lambley has shown us some of his excellent pictures at recent Members Nights. Now he gets a whole night to himself to revisit his and Anne’s visit to Sri Lanka in 2017.  
February
5
UNNATURAL SELECTION
Katrina van Grouw gave us a fascinating insight into bird anatomy with her talk ‘The Unfeathered Bird’ three years ago. She has now turned her attention to domesticated animals and will talk to us about her work on her recent book ‘Unnatural Selection’.  


12
ACCOUSTICS BY THE SEA
Professor David Sharp has made four appearances on BBC Coast and was an academic consultant for the series. David will discuss his experiences filming for the programme, covering features on sound mirrors, foghorns, squeaking sand and Fingal’s Cave.

Sun17
FIELD TRIP – LITTLE LINFORD WOOD 
A visit to this local BBOWT woodland reserve which we normally see in the summer months. Bird, fungi and perhaps early flowers to look for. Meet at the Little Linford Wood car park at 10.30am. Phil and Mary Sarre will lead us. SP834455.  MK16 8LU.
19
SUMMER PLANNING
Phil and Mary Sarre will once again help us plan our programme of summer walks. Please come with suggestions, maps and pencils!
26
MEMBERS NIGHT

Offers of 10-15 minute presentations to either Martin or Lewis please.

March
5
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
12
SHARKS OF THE BRITISH ISLES
Dr Oliver Crimmen is curator of fish at the Natural History Museum, London. He will give us a full and entertaining account of his many year’s work at the museum and in particular his studies of the shark species found in our waters.
19  
MICROSCOPY NIGHT
Tonight we will look through the microscope once again, this time focusing on freshwater invertebrates. Please bring along a microscope if you have one.




26
DRAGONFLIES IN BUCKS AND BEYOND
Our erstwhile member Alan Nelson needs no introduction. His favourite subject is the odonatan and tonight he will give us an account of the changing populations and distribution of these fantastic creatures.
April
2
MAULDEN WOOD 
Sue Raven is the head ranger at The Greensand Trust’s Maulden Wood reserve in Befordshire. This site has seen re-introductions of both adder and hazel dormouse in recent years and Sue will tell us how these populations are monitored as well as the broader management of this lovely wood.
9
BUCKS BIRDING – A 33 YEAR LOVE AFFAIR

Well known and active bird-watcher Simon Nicholls has been birding in Milton Keynes and Bucks since the 1980s. Tonight he will share some of his favourite memories of great ticks and near misses!   
16
EASTER BREAK – NO MEETING
23
MAPPING BRITIAIN’s MOTHS
Our second visit from the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology this year! Dr Marc Bellamy heads up the recording of lepidoptera for the CEH. He will speak to us tonight about the changing distribution of our moths.

30
FIRST OUTDOOR MEETING – Location t.b.c.
 
