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LINFORD WOOD

The woodland history
Most of Linford Wood is at least 700 years old, enclosed as a deer park in 1284 so is ‘Ancient Woodland’ (i.e. pre-1600). 
Linford Wood is 97 acres (39 h) plus Stanton Wood which is 4.4 acres (1.8 h). Stanton Wood is ‘Secondary Woodland’ planted over cultivated ‘ridge & furrow’, at an unknown stage after 1678.
Linford Wood (except Stanton Wood) was managed by coppicing from before 1531. By 1900 most standard Oaks had been removed and coppicing had ceased. The Wood became semi-derelict and overgrown. In the 1940s a Forestry Commission scheme led to planting of Compartment 8 at the south of the Wood with non-native species, mainly conifers.
Milton Keynes Development Corporation bought both woods in 1971 and began to restore the woodland. It installed more paths and surfaced the main ones. They planted some trees not typical of this wood, such as Hornbeam Carpinus betulus on the western edge.

In 1992 The Parks Trust took ownership of these woods and continued to bring them back to a cycle of coppice-with-standards with shelter-belts and a varied age-structure of standard trees, to enable the distinctive trees and ‘Ancient Woodland Indicator’ plants, and other wildlife, to flourish.
In the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) Linford Wood is mostly ‘W8: Ash–Field Maple–Dog’s Mercury Woodland’, a type that is typically wet woodlands on clay. Both woods are Bucks & MK ‘Local Wildlife Sites’.
Woodland structure
Linford Wood is at a high point of Milton Keynes, between 101 and 110 metres above sea level (331 and 361 ft) and is domed, with the high point in the centre of the wood.

There are 15 compartments in Linford Wood & Stanton Wood. The area nowadays called Stanton Wood is west of V7 Saxon Street, but Stanton Wood used to also include compartments 9 and 13; and all of that area is Secondary Woodland planted at an unknown date.

Three brooks have their origin in Linford Wood:

· Stantonbury Brook runs northwards along the west side of the Wood, then passes through Stantonbury and along the edge of Stonepit Field, under the Canal, past the Black Horse pub, into Linford Lakes to the River Ouse.

· Springhill Brook runs eastward through Neath Hill, Pennyland and Bolbeck Park to Tongwell Lake.

· Tongwell Brook runs from the south-west corner of the Wood, through Conniburrow, also to Tongwell Lake, then alongside Tongwell Lane to the River Ouzel. 
There are seven ponds within the Wood and two just beyond:

· Saxon Street: 2 ponds

· Breckland Pond

· Keeper’s Cottage Pond

· Sunrise Pond

· Springhill Brook Pond

· Dansteed Pond
· Woodlands Pond

· Monks Way Pond.

Woodland management

MK Development Corporation started a 15-year rejuvenation scheme in 1974 to open up the relatively dense and dark woodlands for public use. They surfaced existing paths and installed new ones as well as horse-riding trails. They dug or deepened a network of ditches. A review of their progress was carried out in 1989 which set a new management plan aimed at five woodland management systems:
a) ‘Irregular Shelterwood’ for most compartments

b) ‘Coppice with Standards’ for a few areas with coppice potential
c) ‘Single-storied High Forest’ in a few other areas

d) Some ‘Non-Intervention’ areas to provide scrub of added habitat value

e) ‘Rotational Scrub Cutting’ to create glades or ride-side scalloping.

A mix of these techniques was used to bring the Wood back into a long cycle which would ensure a mixture of age-classes of trees (‘Irregular Shelterwood’) at different levels up to high canopy trees, with some areas coppiced in rotation.
The Parks Trust has continued and developed these kinds of management by: encouraging natural regeneration and some planting of species that would not otherwise regenerate, and by maintaining differing light levels to favour and sustain the ancient woodland flora and a range of invertebrate and flora species requiring sunny glades and edges as well as shade. Over the last ten years The Parks Trust has gradually carried out thinning and coppicing of a compartment or two each year, so that a long cycle of management can be applied to gradually form a structure to the Wood that will ensure that it always has a range of ages of the main trees, and that shrub layers can be coppiced while leaving other areas to become dense. All of this should contribute to sustaining the special ancient woodland mix of species and habitats for its birds, mammals and insects.
Trees
The canopy of mature trees is: 
· Ash Fraxinus excelsior 60%, 
· Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur 31%

· Field Maple Acer campestre 8%
+ a scattering of other species including Ancient Woodland Indicators (AWI):
· Crab Apple Malus sylvestris
· Aspen Populus tremula
· Wild Cherry (Gean) Prunus avium
Also present are: Goat Willow Salix caprea and Grey Willow Salix cinerea. 
Shrub layer
The shrub and coppice layers are mainly:
· Ash Fraxinus excelsior
· Hazel Corylus avellana
· Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
· Midland Hawthorn Crataegus laevigata
· Blackthorn Prunus spinosa
· Bramble Rubus fruticosus.
There are other species in smaller numbers such as: Holly Ilex aquifolium, Wild Service-tree Sorbus torminalis, Guelder-rose Viburnum opulus (AWI), Field Rose Rosa arvensis (AWI), Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, Spindle Euonymus europeaus and Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare, Redcurrant Ribes rubrum.
Ground flora
The ground flora includes many Ancient Woodland Indicators (AWI): 

· Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta
· Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa
· Dog’s Mercury Mercurialis perennis
· Herb Paris Paris quadrifolia
· Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon
· Hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum hirsutum
· Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine
· Early-purple Orchid Orchis mascula
· Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera chlorantha
· Hairy-brome Bromopsis ramosa
· Wood-sedge Carex sylvatica
· Remote Sedge Carex remota.
Other ground flora in flower in spring include:

· Primrose Primula vulgaris
· Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana
· Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria
· Greater Stitchwort Stellaria holostea.
Other plant species present in small numbers are AWI: 
· Pignut Conopodium majus
· Sanicle Sanicula europaea
· Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa
· Betony Stachys officinalis.

Other species include:
· Stinking Iris Iris foetissima
· Hairy Wood-rush Luzula pilosa
· Wood Small-reed Calamogrostis epigejos
· Goldilocks Buttercup Ranunculus auricomus
Narrow-leaved Everlasting Pea Lathyrus sylvestris was recorded at the edge of Linford Wood by Druce in his 1926 ‘Flora of Buckinghamshire’; and in surveys up to 1981 (in Compartment 6) but not since then. It is ‘very rare’ in Buckinghamshire though still present in Shenley Wood.
Three species of Fern have been recorded here: Lady-fern Athyrium filix-femina, Broad Buckler-fern Dryopteris dilatata, and Male-fern Dryopteris filix-mas.
There are few records of Mosses or Liverworts or of Lichens or Fungi.
Birds:

A 2007 Common Bird Census of Linford Wood found 27 breeding species, including:
· two National Biodiversity Action Plan species: Bullfinch and Song Thrush
· three Red List Species of Conservation Concern: Marsh Tit as well as Bullfinch and Song Thrush

· four Amber List Species of Conservation Concern: Dunnock, Goldcrest, Green Woodpecker and Stock Dove.
Breeding species present included: Blackbird, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, Carrion Crow, Chaffinch, Coal Tit, Dunnock, Goldcrest, Great-spotted Woodpecker, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Green Woodpecker, Jackdaw, Jay, Long-tailed Tit, Magpie, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, Robin, Song Thrush, Sparrowhawk, Starling, Stock Dove, Tawny Owl, Treecreeper, Wood Pigeon and Wren. 
Breeding species lost from this woodland in the 20th Century – and from many other woodlands throughout the UK – include: Cuckoo, Goldfinch, House Sparrow, Mistle Thrush, Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, Rook, Spotted Flycatcher, Tree Sparrow, Willow Tit and Willow Warbler, though some of these species (such as Goldfinch, House Sparrow, Mistle Thrush) are breeding elsewhere in newer landscapes of Milton Keynes. More common migrant warblers present are: Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Garden Warbler.
Bats
A survey of bats in 2009 found three definite species: Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus and a Myotis species (probably Natterer’s Myotis nattereri); and three probables: Noctule Nictalus noctula, Brown Long-eared Plecotus auritus, and Serotine Eptesicus serotinus (which is rare in Buckinghamshire).
Reptiles, amphibians and Odonata
Linford Wood has seven ponds within the Wood, which support: Common Toad Bufo bufo, Common Frogs Rania temporaria, Great Crested Newts Triturus cristatus and Smooth Newts Lissotriton vulgaris. There are records of Grass Snake Natrix natrix in these woodlands in the 1990s. There are also several species of Odonata (Dragonflies and Damselflies) particularly in Dansteed Pond, but records of these are needed from all sites within the wood.
Invertebrates
A study of moths at six sites in Milton Keynes in 2009 found 195 species in Linford Wood, but this included several species not found at the other sites: Pale Oak Beauty Serraca punctinalis, Dark Marbled Carpet Chloroclysta citratra and Ingrailed Clay Diarsia mendica. 
A study of butterflies at six MK sites in 2002-03 found 21 UK resident species and two migrant species in Linford Wood.

A study in 1996 found 241 beetle species, but only seven of these were saproxylic species (associated with dead or decaying wood) such as the Lesser Stag Beetle  Dorcus parallelipipedus, as the woods did not then contain sufficient deadwood habitats, though that has been increasing since.
There are few records of other invertebrate species, particularly: Bees and Wasps (Hymenoptera), Flies (Diptera) including Hoverflies, Dragonflies and Damselflies (Odonata).

Linford Wood and Stanton Wood Compartments
	Compartment number
	Acres
	Hectares

	1
	7.14
	2.89

	2
	5.41
	2.19

	3
	8.97
	3.63

	4
	6.99
	2.83

	5
	8.06
	3.26

	6
	3.73
	1.51

	7
	9.59
	3.88

	8
	4.99
	2.02

	9
	6.62
	2.68

	10
	4.89
	1.98

	11
	3.14
	1.27

	12
	6.30
	2.55

	13
	7.56
	3.06

	14
	4.65
	1.88

	15
Stanton Wood
	8.42
	3.49

	Total
	96.46
	39.12
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