SUMMER PROGRAMME 2018
Meetings are on Tuesdays at 7.00 pm unless otherwise stated.

 Stout footwear is generally advised. Visitors are usually most welcome. 

Please note that many of the meeting places do not have postcodes.
(Check the Society’s website in the prior to each meeting for any changes.)

MAY
  1
STOCKGROVE PARK/KINGSWOOD


        Di Parsons
Our first walk takes us onto the Greensand ridge. We may see Bluebells, Stirchwort, Early  purple orchid. If wet, wellies are advised. LU7 0BA – from there follow the road up the hill. In 500 800 yards you will find the entrance to Stockgrove Car ParkPark in the Visitors Centre car park  (£3 payable on exit).
        SP 920294
  8
WESTBURY FARM ARTS CENTRE



       Kate Wyatt
Come and see this wonderful old farmhouse and the variety of habitats in the grounds. Please come ready to do some recording! Refreshments will be served. Meet at the Art Centre Car Park, or on the roadside at MK5 6AA
       SP 825356.
 15  
.SALCEY FOREST



       Saffron Summerfield

Woodland birdsong. We are hoping to hear all 3 woodpeckers, many of the tit family, treecreepers, nuthatch, goldcrest, chiff-chaff and, if we are lucky, nightingale.  Meet in the Horsebox car park on the e-w road..
       SP 810509
 22
OUSE VALLEY PARK, STONY STRATFORD


   Jenny Mercer
A Spring walk around the reserve, including two bird hides. Highlights may be goldcrest, kingfisher and terns. In adjacent meadows, locally abundant Meadow saxifrage. Meet in the Parks Trust car park off Queen Eleanor Street.         SP 792410
 29
OLNEY MEADOWS




        Julie Lane
A relaxing walk along the riverside meadows east of Olney church, watching out for wildlife, particularly birds. Meet in the Market Square car park in Olney – just off the A509. MK46 4AU.





       SP 890512
JUNE
  5
RUSHDEN LAKES




Peter Meadows
Old gravel pits with scrub and meadows. Herons, cormorants and various breeding birds can be seen. Plants include Great burnet and Meadowsweet. Otters are often spotted. This level walk is about 3km. Park in the Rushden Lakes Shopping Centre car park and meet outside the Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre (beyond the House of Fraser store) at NN10 6FA.




       SP 936676
  9
KNOCKINGHOE, BEDS




  Matt Andrews
SAT
Knockinghoe is the only National Nature Reserve in Bedfordshire. Flora and fauna 
10 am
are very special. Nationally rare plants include Burnt-tip orchid, Spotted catsear

Pasque flower, Field fleawort and Moon carrot. Also a good selection of downland 

birds. Meet outside the “Live and let live” public house at SG5 3JX. (Check website
 for car-sharing arrangements)



       TL 119303

.12 
ASTON CLINTON RAGPITS



  Roy Maycock

This tiny reserve, managed by BBOWT, is known for the many orchid and butterfly species. Park in the Chiltern Golf Course car park on the hill above the ragpits, at HP22 5NQ.





        SP 892099
 19
LITTLE LINFORD WOOD




         Phil Sarre

The woodland in early Summer. Wen hope to spot Wood White and their larval food plants, the vetches and vetchlings. Also Herb paris, Common spotted orchid, Wood anemone and possibly the first Helleborines .We will also take a look at the two ponds. Meet in the car park at the end of the track past Dairy Farm.           SP 835456
 26
MEADOW FARM 




    Andy Collins
The reserve is one of the Upper Ray meadows with ancient ridge-and-furrows, which are very rich in plant life. We will have a guided walk (1.5-2 hours). with Warden, Andy Collins. Refreshments will be provided at the end of the walk. Please note:  a donation of £4 per person, to cover BBOWT’s costs.

Meadow Farm postcode is OX25 1TW.



        SP 626188
 30
BUCKNELL WOOD




Martin Kincaid

SAT
Forestry Commission woodland with open rides. Well-known for butterflies,

10.30am` including Wood white. Meet at the small car park – Note: Care share essential as 

parking is limited.





        SP 660450

JULY
  3  
SANDHOUSE LANE NATURE RESERVE


        Di Parsons
This is a very small reserve, with a diverse sandy habitat. Car parking at Di’s house, 20, Brickhill Road, LU7 0BA – then car-sharing to the site.

        SP 924290
 10 
FLOOD PLAIN FOREST NATURE RESERVE


Martin Kincaid
Open Meeting as part of the MK Festival of Nature. See this special nature reserve at the height of summer. A good variety of invertebrates, birds and plants. Park at Manor Farm Court, Old Wolverton, MK12 5NN
.

        SP 807417
 14
SHENLEY WOOD OPEN DAY

         The Parks Trust and MKNHS
SAT
Nature Day at the Melbourne Pavilion, Shenley Wood 

Join MKNHS, The Parks Trust and BBOWT for a day of fun-filled activities dedicated to nature. This big event is part of the MK Festival of Nature (for full details see Parks Trust website)

Parking at the Medbourne Pavilion,, MK5 6LS.


         SP823363
 17
NO MEETING

 21 
COLLEGE WOOD

             The George Higgs  Memorial Mothing Evening
SAT
Join Gordon Redford for our annual event in memory of George Higgs. A late start to

from
allow for some good mothing time, weather permitting. Fold-up chairs, torches and a

21.00
flask of something to drink will prove useful! Meet in the roadside car park south of NASH at MK17 0EH.




        SP 786327
 24
BRADWELL/BANCROFT,  LOUGHTON BROOK

       Mary Sarre
A local walk to enjoy the natural history of North Loughton Park. We might look for signs of water quality and record water plants and wildlife. Meet in the Bradwell Abbey Car Park, MK13 9AP

 31
ELFIELD PARK




      Ayla and Dave Webb

We will be looking for bugs, bats and any other wildlife we can find around the site! Access via MK Bowl entrance off Watling Street (V4) at MK5 8FW. The gates are sometimes locked, so you may need to walk up to the site.

       SP 850361
AUGUST
  7
WALTON LAKE





Colin Docketty
The Lake, Oxbow, and River Ousel are all good for dragonflies, butterflies and birds, especially warblers. A short walk to the bird hide. Meet in the Car Park on the Newport Road opposite Castle Rose, MK6 3BQ.


       SP 880370
 11
FELMERSHAM GRAVEL PITS


             Lewis Dickinson
SAT
This SSSI is managed by the Beds/Cambs/Northants Wildlife Trust, and has a rich
Meet at
            diversity of wetland and grassland, noted for dragonflies. Parking is very 
Parks Trust
 limited at The Causeway, Bedford, MK44 1JP – so car sharing is a

Offices, Campbell
 essential.





       SP 991584
Park at 10.00
 14
BROOKLANDS





Peter Meadows
This is an area of new parkland with a number of lakes and ponds stretching for over a kilometre along the banks of Broughton Brook.The walk will be on the level and about 2km long. Meet at the Broughton Brook Park, Mauretania Way, MK10 7HL








        SP 908391

 21
LINFORD LAKES NATURE RESERVE      Mothing Evening with Gordon Redford
20.30
Some late-season mothing. Some “sugaring” on trees before lighting-up at 21.00. Fold-up chairs, torches, and a flask of something to drink will be useful. Meet in the Car Park at MK14 5AH.




        SP 843428

 28
WOBURN PARK





Steven Cousins


A new venue for us. A walk in Woburn Abbey Park. Park in the car par opposite the parish church in Park Road, Woburn for a 2-3 mile walk. We hope to see 6 species of deer, some wildfowl, and Giant redwoods.


        SP 950332
.

Next Meeting   -   September 4th 2018 (19.30 for 20.00)
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President:   
       Roy Maycock     
            01908  378 900
Vice Presidents:
       John C Wickham



       Martin Kincaid
Chairman:

       Lewis Dickinson   

07477 166475 

Vice-chairman
       Paul Lund


01908 579802

Secretary: 

       Jane Grisdale

01908 605719
Treasurer:   
       Joe Clinch
            

01908  562475
Address:

      City Discovery Centre, Alston Drive,



      Bradwell Abbey, Milton Keynes, MK13 9AP

Website:

      www.mknhs.org.uk
The Society meets every Tuesday.

September - April 
In the Cruck Barn, City Discovery Centre (see map over).


Commencing at 7.30pm, with coffee, for 8.00pm start.
May – August

At sites of local or regional natural history interest in the 

company of experienced naturalists.       7.00pm start.
Please note that clause 7 of the Society’s constitution reads: “the Society will exercise due care when arranging its meetings and activities for the benefit of members.  Members taking part in any meeting or activity do so at their own risk.”








