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Surveying Invertebrates – how, where and what?


17th – 19th June 2016, Dancersend Waterworks near Tring





This course is designed to demonstrate and discuss many methods of invertebrate surveying, often studied individually, as a way of sharing good practice and encouraging improved recording; including considerations for each technique, the choice of which is often key to getting better results. 


This weekend course will cover sampling techniques, identification, selection of equipment, specimen handling, identification, report writing, permissions and licences. It will be very much a practical and hands-on course, trying out different sampling methods and equipment on BBOWT’s Dancersend Nature Reserve. 


The focus will be on terrestrial invertebrates and we expect to set up and use a range of static sampling methods including moth traps, pitfall traps, malaise traps, sheet traps, vane traps and pan traps as well as a variety of active collecting techniques. There will also be opportunities to explore the possibilities of carrying out site assessments for invertebrate habitat quality. 


As well as providing a solid grounding in sampling and surveying techniques for a wide range of invertebrates, this course will be useful for both professional ecologists and amateur naturalists looking to expand their experience and knowledge of terrestrial invertebrate groups. 





Course Tutors


Main tutor – Lawrence Bee


Tutor – Mick Jones (BBOWT)


Tutor – Julia Carey (BMERC)





Course Outline





Friday 17th June


Early evening session (approx. 5:30 – 8:30,   end time flexible)


Introduction to Dancersend by site manager – Mick Jones


Introduction to the course – Lawrence Bee


Introductory presentation on invertebrate surveying


Moth trapping (setting up and monitoring trap) finish time optional


Saturday 18th June


Morning session, starting at 9:30.


Welcome


Check overnight trap(s)


Set pitfall and pans traps in the field


Site tour in small groups to carry out Preliminary Assessment of Invertebrate Habitat Quality.





Afternoon session


Report back on site tour


Install Flight Intercept Traps (FIT) in the field


Field collecting techniques (sweeping, beating, suction sampling etc). Pros and cons of each technique, basic do’s and don’ts.


Sunday 19th June


Morning session, starting at 9:30.


Checking all traps and collecting equipment from field


Identification – where to go, field guides / aids etc


Afternoon session


Further  field collecting


Plenary questions / discussion session





General notes


Each day there will be a series of breaks; tea / coffee / biscuit’s etc are provided but you will need to bring your own lunch as well as suitable outdoor clothing for all the sessions. The Old Waterworks buildings themselves will house the indoor sessions, but can be cool in some weathers. 















