NATURE DETECTIVES EXHIBITION
Bucks County Museum, 25th July – 31st October 2015

EXHIBITION AIMS
Bucks County Museum has recently become an independent museum and registered charity. In this new capacity we are looking to work more closely with the County’s many communities. 
This summer we are planning a major three-month, family-friendly exhibition exploring Buckinghamshire’s wildlife. As well as looking at our local wildlife we would also like the exhibition to look at the individuals and groups who help record, conserve and promote it – Buckinghamshire’s true nature detectives
The exhibition will primarily be framed around the major taxonomic groups, e.g. an area looking at Bucks mammals, another at Bucks birds, another Bucks plants and so on, however, we will also aim to include other ways of viewing our local wildlife, such as:
· a photographic exhibition exploring Bucks habitats and sites to visit
· a selection of art inspired by our local wildlife
· a Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes environmental recording trail flagging up species for people to look out for and report
· a nature detectives trail identifying clues for people to look out for when out in the countryside

· ‘Focus on’ displays looking at selected non-species based groups and projects
And this is where we would like you come in. The exhibition production will be like a jigsaw puzzle with lots of individual contributions building up into a larger picture that aims to inform and enthuse visitors about our local wildlife. We are not asking people to write or design the exhibition but we do want the exhibition to reflect the collected County wildlife community’s expertise and so we would welcome input towards the following categories from your particular area(s) of interest:
· providing suggestions for species/species groups along with associated projects to be included in the exhibition

· providing information on particular species/species groups and associated projects
· drafting and/or providing comment on text for particular species/species groups and associated projects (we would like the exhibition to feature a large number of short quotes from a range of local experts)
· providing images for use in the exhibition either as stand-alone images or as part of the graphic panels presentation. These could include images of species, species recording activities, conservation projects, Bucks habitats and sites to visit. All images used will be acknowledged in the exhibition
· lending pieces of equipment and materials that illustrate methods of wildlife recording and conservation
· lending field specimens that illustrate clues for recording wildlife, e.g. pellets, droppings, feeding remains, etc.
· participating in an associated programme of events, e.g. talks, meet the expert events, wildlife fun days, moth/bat evening, etc.
SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS EXHIBITION CONTENT 
Below are some of the more predictable contenders for inclusion in the exhibition. I would welcome your views on these along with suggestions for any others.
· Mammals: overview with a focus on Bats, Badgers, Hazel Dormice, Edible Dormice, Otters, Polecats, Water Voles.
· Birds: overview with a focus on Red Kites & Buzzards, Peregrine Falcons, Ravens, Firecrest, farmland birds.
· Reptiles, Amphibians and Fish: Overview / focus Bucks amphibians, Bucks reptiles. With the demise of the Bucks Amphibian and Reptile Group would be good to have some pointers on who can help here. Ditto for fish.
· Invertebrates: Overview of some of the higher profile groups, e.g. butterflies, moths, beetles, dragonflies, spiders, etc. with a focus on White-clawed Crayfish, Glow-worms, Black Hairstreak, Duke of Burgundy, Striped-Lychnis, Rotifers, Bees,  Wood Ants, Roman Snail, Horse-chestnut leaf-miner.
· Plants: Overview with a focus on Black Poplars, Orchids, Gentians, Beech, Bucks noteworthy trees, Aylesbury Prunes, Bluebells and Lily of the Valley, Box, Ash and Ash Die-back, Bucks mosses.
· Fungi: Overview on Bucks fungi, overview on Bucks lichens.
· Bucks habitats: e.g. chalk streams, chalk grasslands, beech woodlands, Bucks Commons, veteran trees.
· Places to visit, e.g. Burnham Beeches, College Lake, Priestfield Arboretum.
· Selected non-specific projects and organisations. Many of the Bucks-based wildlife groups will feature in the exhibition through their associated species/species groups or through the species-based projects that they run. We would like to provide space for groups and organisations that adopt a more generalist approach as well
QUESTIONNAIRE

Would you or any groups that you are involved in like to help with the Nature Detectives exhibition?

Please note that ticking the yes box does not commit you to undertaking lots of work. ‘Helping’ could range from a simple chat, providing images, lending equipment to drafting or commenting on text (see previous notes)
As an individual   Yes  /  No

Please specify area of interest (can be more than one)
As a representative of a Group   Yes  /  No

Please specify group (s) name
What are your preferred contact details?
For groups you can decide to have one or more representative contact (please copy and paste box below as required)
Name: 
Postal address: 
Email: 
Telephone: 
Would you or your group like to visit the Museum stores to look at the collections and / or discuss the exhibition further?
Yes  /  No

Do you have any suggestions for species, species groups and associated projects that should be included in the exhibition? (see exhibition notes)
Yes  /  No    Please specify

Would you be willing to provide information on any species, species groups or conservation projects?
Yes  /  No    Please specify

Would you be willing to help draft or comment on text for use in the exhibition?

Yes  /  No
Would you be willing to provide images for use in the exhibition that show species, group activities, conservation projects, Bucks habitats, places to visit, etc.?
Yes  /  No    Please specify
Would you be willing to lend any wildlife recording / conservation equipment for the duration of the exhibition?
Yes  /  No    Please specify
Do you have any field specimens e.g. pellets, droppings, feeding remains, that you would be willing to lend to the museum for the duration of the exhibition?

Yes  /  No    Please specify

Would you be willing to participate in any events associated with the exhibition?

Yes  /  No    e.g. fun day events, talks, workshops, meet the expert demonstrations, any other ideas? 
Do you have any other suggestions to make regarding the content and development of this exhibition?

Please return to Mike Palmer at mpalmer@buckscountymuseum.org, Tel: 01296 624519

Bucks County Museum Resource Centre, Tring Road, Halton, Bucks HP22 5PN
